Pressing Into His Presence

Prayer Meeting-Acts 1:1-4

It is a wonderful thing that we can pray effectually; that unworthy, erring mortals possess the
power of offering their requests to God. What higher power can man desire than this,—to be
linked with the infinite God? Feeble, sinful man has the privilege of speaking to his Maker. We
may utter words that reach the throne of the Monarch of the universe. We may speak with Jesus
as we walk by the way, and He says, I am at thy right hand.

We may commune with God in our hearts; we may walk in companionship with Christ. When
engaged in our daily labor, we may breathe out our heart's desire, inaudible to any human ear;
but that word cannot die away into silence, nor can it be lost. Nothing can drown the soul's
desire. It rises above the din of the street, above the noise of machinery. It is God to whom we
are speaking, and our prayer is heard.

Ask, then; ask, and ye shall receive. Ask for humility, wisdom, courage, increase of faith. To
every sincere prayer an answer will come. It may not come just as you desire, or at the time you
look for it; but it will come in the way and at the time that will best meet your need. The prayers
you offer in loneliness, in weariness, in trial, God answers, not always according to your
expectations, but always for your good.—Gospel Workers, 258

1. Personal—There are few who rightly appreciate or improve the precious privilege of prayer.
We should go to Jesus and tell Him all our needs. We may bring Him our little cares and
perplexities as well as our greater troubles. Whatever arises to disturb or distress us, we should
take it to the Lord in prayer. When we feel that we need the presence of Christ at every step,
Satan will have little opportunity to intrude his temptations. It is his studied effort to keep us
away from our best and most sympathizing friend. We should make no one our confidant but
Jesus. We can safely commune with Him of all that is in our hearts. Testimonies vol 5 pg. 200,
201

God Welcomes Us to His Audience Chamber—We come to God by special invitation, and He
waits to welcome us to His audience chamber. The first disciples who followed Jesus were not
satisfied with a hurried conversation with Him by the way; they said, “Rabbi, ... where dwellest
Thou? ... They came and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day.” John 1:38, 39. So
we may be admitted into closest intimacy and communion with God. “He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” Psalm 91:1. Let
those who desire the blessing of God knock and wait at the door of mercy with firm assurance,
saying, For Thou, O Lord, hast said, “Everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth;
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 131



2. Family and friends- Luke 11:5-13; John 4:49-The life must be like Christ's life—between
the mountain and the multitude. He who does nothing but pray will soon cease to pray, or his
prayers will become a formal routine. When men take themselves out of social life, away from
the sphere of Christian duty and cross bearing; when they cease to work earnestly for the Master,
who worked earnestly for them, they lose the subject matter of prayer and have no incentive to
devotion. Their prayers become personal and selfish. They cannot pray in regard to the wants of
humanity or the upbuilding of Christ's kingdom, pleading for strength wherewith to work. Steps
To Christ 101

Let mothers come to Jesus with their perplexities. They will find grace sufficient to aid them in
the management of their children. The gates are open for every mother who would lay her
burdens at the Saviour's feet. Desire of Ages 512

There are souls who have lost their courage; speak to them, pray for them. There are those who
need the bread of life. Read to them from the Word of God. There is a soul sickness no balm can
reach, no medicine heal. Pray for these, and bring them to Jesus Christ. And in all your work
Christ will be present to make impressions upon human hearts.—Welfare Ministry, 71

3. The Church-Luke 23:34; Joel 1:13-15; 2:15-19; Ezekiel 22:29,30; Isaiah 59:16 The
seal of God will be placed upon the foreheads of those only who sigh and cry for the
abominations done in the land. Those who link in sympathy with the world are eating and

drinking with the drunken and will surely be destroyed with the workers of iniquity. Testimonies
vol. 5 p. 512



