
Judas: Masquerading as Present Truth
Closing Scenes 

It will do you good, and our ministers generally, to frequently review the closing scenes in the life of our 
Redeemer. Here, beset with temptations as He was, we may all learn lessons of the utmost importance to us. 
It would be well to spend a thoughtful hour each day reviewing the life of Christ from the manger to Calvary. 
We should take it point by point and let the imagination vividly grasp each scene, especially the closing ones 
of His earthly life. 4T 373, 374 

The history of Judas presents the sad ending of a life that might have been honored of God. Had Judas died 
before his last journey to Jerusalem he would have been regarded as a man worthy of a place among the 
twelve, and one who would be greatly missed.


The abhorrence which has followed him through the centuries would not have existed but for the attributes 
revealed at the close of his history. But it was for a purpose that his character was laid open to the world. It 
was to be a warning to all who, like him, should betray sacred trusts. DA 716.1


Judas in Ministry 

Matthews 10:1-4 - Judas was numbered among the disciples.

Acts 1:15-17, 20


While Jesus was preparing the disciples for their ordination, one who had not been summoned urged his 
presence among them. It was Judas Iscariot, a man who professed to be a follower of Christ. He now came 
forward, soliciting a place in this inner circle of disciples. With great earnestness and apparent sincerity he 
declared, “Master, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest.” Matthew 8:19,20


Judas believed Jesus to be the Messiah; and by joining the apostles, he hoped to secure a high position in 
the new kingdom. This hope Jesus designed to cut off by the statement of His poverty.


The disciples were anxious that Judas should become one of their number. He was of commanding 
appearance, a man of keen discernment and executive ability, and they commended him to Jesus as one who 
would greatly assist Him in His work. They were surprised that Jesus received him so coldly.


The Saviour did not repulse Judas. He gave him a place among the twelve. He trusted him to do the work of 
an evangelist. He endowed him with power to heal the sick and to cast out devils. DA 293, 294


“…when Judas joined the disciples, he was not insensible to the beauty of the character of Christ. He felt the 
influence of that divine power which was drawing souls to the Saviour.” 


“He felt in his own person the evidence of Christ's power. He recognized the teaching of Christ as superior to 
all that he had ever heard. He loved the Great Teacher, and desired to be with Him. He felt a desire to be 
changed in character and life, and he hoped to experience this through connecting himself with Jesus.” DA 
294; 716


Judas was highly regarded by the disciples, and had great influence over them. He himself had a high 
opinion of his own qualifications, and looked upon his brethren as greatly inferior to him in judgment 
and ability. They did not see their opportunities, he thought, and take advantage of circumstances. The 
church would never prosper with such shortsighted men as leaders…


Thus Judas summed up all the disciples, and flattered himself that the church would often be brought into 
perplexity and embarrassment if it were not for his ability as a manager. Judas regarded himself as the 
capable one, who could not be overreached. In his own estimation he was an honor to the cause, and as 
such he always represented himself. DA 717
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While he accepted the position of a minister of Christ, he did not bring himself under the divine molding. He 
felt that he could retain his own judgment and opinions, and he cultivated a disposition to criticize and 
accuse. DA 716


Judas had the same opportunities as had the other disciples. He listened to the same precious lessons. But 
the practice of the truth, which Christ required, was at variance with the desires and purposes of Judas, and 
he would not yield his ideas in order to receive wisdom from Heaven. DA 294


Desires for goodness and holiness are right as far as they go; but if you stop here, they will avail nothing. 
Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding the will 
to God. They do not now choose to be Christians. SC 47


At the feeding of the five thousand he tried to bring this about. On this occasion Judas assisted in distributing 
the food to the hungry multitude. He had an opportunity to see the benefit which it was in his power to impart 
to others. He felt the satisfaction that always comes in service to God.


He helped to bring the sick and suffering from among the multitude to Christ. He saw what relief, what joy and 
gladness, come to human hearts through the healing power of the Restorer. He might have comprehended 
the methods of Christ. But he was blinded by his own selfish desires.


Instead of walking in the light, Judas chose to retain his defects. Evil desires, revengeful passions, dark and 
sullen thoughts, were cherished, until Satan had full control of the man. Judas became a representative of 
the enemy of Christ. DA 295


Turning Point 

Christ's discourse in the synagogue concerning the bread of life was the turning point in the history of Judas. 
He heard the words, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you.” 
John 6:53. He saw that Christ was offering spiritual rather than worldly good. He regarded himself as 
farsighted, and thought he could see that Jesus would have no honor, and that He could bestow no high 
position upon His followers. He determined not to unite himself so closely to Christ but that he could 
draw away. He would watch. And he did watch. DA 719


From that time he expressed doubts that confused the disciples. He introduced controversies and 
misleading sentiments, repeating the arguments urged by the scribes and Pharisees against the claims 
of Christ. All the little and large troubles and crosses, the difficulties and the apparent hindrances to the 
advancement of the gospel, Judas interpreted as evidences against its truthfulness.


He would introduce texts of Scripture that had no connection with the truths Christ was presenting. These 
texts, separated from their connection, perplexed the disciples, and increased the discouragement 
that was constantly pressing upon them. Yet all this was done by Judas in such a way as to make it 
appear that he was conscientious.  

And while the disciples were searching for evidence to confirm the words of the Great Teacher, Judas would 
lead them almost imperceptibly on another track. Thus in a very religious, and apparently wise, way he was 
presenting matters in a different light from that in which Jesus had given them, and attaching to His words a 
meaning that He had not conveyed.


His suggestions were constantly exciting an ambitious desire for temporal preferment, and thus turning the 
disciples from the important things they should have considered. The dissension as to which of them should 
be greatest was generally excited by Judas.


When Jesus presented to the rich young ruler the condition of discipleship, Judas was displeased. He 
thought that a mistake had been made. If such men as this ruler could be connected with the believers, they 
would help sustain Christ's cause. If Judas were only received as a counselor, he thought, he could suggest 
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many plans for the advantage of the little church. His principles and methods would differ somewhat from 
Christ's, but in these things he thought himself wiser than Christ.


Judas reasoned that if Jesus was to be crucified, the event must come to pass. His own act in betraying the 
Saviour would not change the result. If Jesus was not to die, it would only force Him to deliver Himself. At all 
events, Judas would gain something by his treachery. He counted that he had made a sharp bargain in 
betraying his Lord. DA 720


As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have 
not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the 
opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the 
same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent 
and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They 
become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. GC 608


The Last Act


John 11:45-57 - The raising of Lazarus…


Caiaphas had studied the prophecies, and although ignorant of their true meaning, he spoke with great 
authority and assurance: “Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should 
die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.” Even if Jesus were innocent, urged the high priest, 
He must be put out of the way. He was troublesome, drawing the people to Himself, and lessening the 
authority of the rulers.


He was only one; it was better that He should die than that the authority of the rulers should be weakened. If 
the people were to lose confidence in their rulers, the national power would be destroyed.


But John, in his account of this scene, takes up the prophecy, and shows its broad and deep significance. He 
says, “And not for that nation only, but that also He should gather together in one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad.” How blindly did the haughty Caiaphas acknowledge the Saviour's mission! 


On the lips of Caiaphas this most precious truth was turned into a lie…


At this council Christ's enemies had been deeply convicted. The Holy Spirit had impressed their minds. But 
Satan strove to gain control of them. (1) He urged upon their notice the grievances they had suffered on 
account of Christ. (2) How little He had honored their righteousness. He presented a righteousness far greater, 
which all who would be children of God must possess.


(3) Taking no notice of their forms and ceremonies, He had encouraged sinners to go directly to God as a 
merciful Father, and make known their wants. (4) Thus, in their opinion, He had set aside the priesthood. (5) 
He had refused to acknowledge the theology of the rabbinical schools. (6) He had exposed the evil practices 
of the priests, and had irreparably hurt their influence.


(7) He had injured the effect of their maxims and traditions, declaring that though they strictly enforced the 
ritual law, they made void the law of God. All this Satan now brought to their minds.

Satan told them that in order to maintain their authority, they must put Jesus to death. This counsel they 
followed. The fact that they might lose the power they then exercised, was, they thought, sufficient reason for 
coming to some decision. DA 540.3


Mark 14:1,10,11

Luke 22: 1-6


A little before the Passover, Judas had renewed his contract with the priests to deliver Jesus into their 

hands. Then it was arranged that the Saviour should be taken at one of His resorts for meditation and prayer. 
Since the feast at the house of Simon, Judas had had opportunity to reflect upon the deed which he had 
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covenanted to perform, but his purpose was unchanged. For thirty pieces of silver—the price of a slave—he 
sold the Lord of glory to ignominy and death. 


At the Passover supper Jesus proved His divinity by revealing the traitor's purpose. He tenderly included 
Judas in the ministry to the disciples. But the last appeal of love was unheeded. Then the case of Judas was 
decided, and the feet that Jesus had washed went forth to the betrayer's work. DA 720.3


Before the Passover Judas had met a second time with the priests and scribes, and had closed the contract 
to deliver Jesus into their hands. Yet he afterward mingled with the disciples as though innocent of any wrong, 
and interested in the work of preparing for the feast. The disciples knew nothing of the purpose of Judas.


Jesus alone could read his secret. Yet He did not expose him. Jesus hungered for his soul. He felt for him 
such a burden as for Jerusalem when He wept over the doomed city. His heart was crying, How can I give 
thee up? The constraining power of that love was felt by Judas. When the Saviour's hands were bathing 
those soiled feet, and wiping them with the towel, the heart of Judas thrilled through and through with the 
impulse then and there to confess his sin.


But he would not humble himself. He hardened his heart against repentance; and the old impulses, for the 
moment put aside, again controlled him. Judas was now offended at Christ's act in washing the feet of His 
disciples. If Jesus could so humble Himself, he thought, He could not be Israel's king. All hope of worldly 
honor in a temporal kingdom was destroyed. Judas was satisfied that there was nothing to be gained by 
following Christ.


Betrayal 

Judas did not, however, believe that Christ would permit Himself to be arrested. In betraying Him, it was his 
purpose to teach Him a lesson. He intended to play a part that would make the Saviour careful thenceforth to 
treat him with due respect. But Judas knew not that he was giving Christ up to death.


Judas decided to put the matter to the test. If Jesus really was the Messiah, the people, for whom He had 
done so much, would rally about Him, and would proclaim Him king. This would forever settle many minds 
that were now in uncertainty. Judas would have the credit of having placed the king on David's throne. And 
this act would secure to him the first position, next to Christ, in the new kingdom. DA 721


The false disciple acted his part in betraying Jesus. In the garden, when he said to the leaders of the mob, 
“Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: hold Him fast” (Matthew 26:48), he fully believed that Christ would 
escape out of their hands. Then if they should blame him, he could say, Did I not tell you to hold Him fast? DA 721


But as hour after hour went by, and Jesus submitted to all the abuse heaped upon Him, a terrible fear came 
to the traitor that he had sold his Master to His death.


As the trial drew to a close, Judas could endure the torture of his guilty conscience no longer. Suddenly a 
hoarse voice rang through the hall, sending a thrill of terror to all hearts: He is innocent; spare Him, O 
Caiaphas!


“I have sinned,” again cried Judas, “in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” But the high priest, regaining 
his self-possession, answered with scorn, “What is that to us? see thou to that.” Matthew 27:4. Judas saw 
that his entreaties were in vain, and he rushed from the hall exclaiming, It is too late! It is too late! He felt that 
he could not live to see Jesus crucified, and in despair went out and hanged himself. DA 722


Judas Iscariot, after betraying his Lord, exclaimed, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” 
Matthew 27:4. SC 23.3


The confession was forced from his guilty soul by an awful sense of condemnation and a fearful looking for of 
judgment. The consequences that were to result to him filled him with terror, but there was no deep, 
heartbreaking grief in his soul, that he had betrayed the spotless Son of God and denied the Holy One of 
Israel.
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